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HB 1580, which passed the Washington State Legislature in the 2009 session, authorized a pilot local
water management program in the Walla Walla Basin. The program approach is not based on regula-
tory control, but rather on cooperation, local responsibility, and inspiring people to go beyond what
regulation can deliver. The authorization of this pilot program is the culmination of 4 years of effort to
develop the Water Management Initiative, a collaborative effort among local interests from county,
agricultural, municipal, and environmental sectors; state agencies; academia; Oregon interests; and
the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation.

The pilot program is being developed with the intent of providing local water users with flexibility in
exercising their water rights in exchange for increasing stream flows. This includes a basin level gover-
nance structure, a local water bank, and the creation of a program that allows “Flow from Flexibility”
Local Water Plans, where water right holders are allowed to create performance-based proposals for
use of their water rights--so long as stream flows are improved, ground water supplies are sustained,
and other water right holders are not affected.

The passage of HB 1580, The Water Management Initiative, represents a new concept in water man-
agement, one that will increase agricultural economic vitality while enhancing environmental benefit
addressing all of the issues above. For more information see the following web page:
http://www.wallawallawatershed.org/
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