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Bainbridge Island is a 25-square-mile island located in Puget Sound, near Seattle, Washington.  The 
island is incorporated as a city and its population is continuing to grow, with a projected 25 percent 
increase over the next 20 years.  The city is reviewing appropriate areas to increase infrastructure and 
density while preserving habitat connectivity and sensitive natural resources.  In an effort to channel 
growth into nodes rather than sprawl throughout the island, the city initiated an Open Space Study to 
identify priority open space and habitat corridors that should be preserved.   
 
A Priority Open Space Evaluation was conducted using several models based on the principals of 
landscape ecology and biodiversity analysis, input from local experts and the public, and coordination 
with an open space stakeholder group and the City Council.  These models considered development 
vulnerability, environmental sensitivity, connectivity, rarity, habitat quality, and nature-oriented hu-
man use potential, among other factors.  Each open space parcel was identified on maps and in a ma-
trix that rated parcels across a number of categories to provide a clear, step-wise evaluation for use in 
public and stakeholder input.  A conservation strategy portion of the report recommends applicable 
options for conserving open space,, including conservation easements, transfer of development 
rights, and fee purchase.  Given the limited budgets of local jurisdictions, this effort provides a scientif-
ic-based, cost-effective process for evaluating and documenting open space priorities. 
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