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Navigating the intersection of science, policy, and implementation is critically important to resolving 
complex natural resource issues like those that arise at the intersection of water and land use. For ex-
ample, policy makers are often called on to make decisions in the face of scientific uncertainty. The 
appropriate use of science to inform decision-making becomes a critical question:  what can policy 
makers expect “science” to do, and what can they not expect? Given that there may never be a right 
answer, or that it may take too long to achieve an answer, it becomes critical to organize a potential 
solution in a way that takes advantage of what science can tell the policy-maker, both in terms of ben-
efits and risks. 
 
In addition, organizing a useful policy decision depends on identifying outcomes that are both desira-
ble and obtainable. Lining up various interests in a way that allows the various policy objectives to be 
achieved is an important element of success.   
 
Finally, implementation is a key to finding effective solutions to complex natural resource is-
sues. Science and policy may lead to a decision, but such a decision may be irrelevant if staffing or 
budget limitations render the solution impracticable. The best decisions are ones that are informed by 
science, match the community values and desired policy outcomes, and can be realistically imple-
mented.   
 
In this presentation, the speakers, both attorney/mediators, will explore how science, policy, and im-
plementation considerations informed three different projects with widespread regional implications 
both for people and the natural resource systems involved.  In the first example, the mediation of hat-
chery and harvest reform on the Columbia River system depended on a team of scientists to provide 
information for the policy makers to make recommendations. This effort is already leading to signifi-
cant changes at regional hatcheries to address critical fisheries concerns. The second example is a re-
cently finalized mediation about who is entitled to store and use groundwater under the greater Los 
Angeles area; the negotiated solution focuses on protecting existing rights while providing greater 
water supply flexibility for future use. Once fully implemented, this agreement will provide significant 
regional water supply reliability for the LA area, and it offers an interesting set of potential tools for 
other regions struggling with water supply needs. Finally, the speakers will explore how a creative so-
lution allowed for additional instream flows and more secure municipal water supplies for the City of 
Tacoma by integrating both surface and groundwater storage. This example helps to demonstrate 
how both natural resource protection and water for human consumption can be integrated, a chal-
lenge our entire region will continue to face as the pressure on natural resources increases. 
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received numerous honors, including the American Water Resources Association Award of Merit in 2005 for his work as 
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