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This presentation will illustrate efforts to create a livable and ecologically sustainable Portland-
Vancouver metropolitan region through the enhanced protection and restoration of a vibrant urban 
green infrastructure. On-the-ground examples will describe how local and regional government and 
nonprofits are collaborating throughout the Portland-Vancouver metropolitan region to ensure equit-
able access to nature, parks, trails, and greenspaces, and to protect and restore the region’s water-
sheds and biodiversity while simultaneously creating a compact urban form to curb urban sprawl. The 
presentation will trace more than 30 years of evolving public policies, regional growth management, 
public education, and nonprofit advocacy, all of which have focused on urban watershed and natural 
resource protection in the local and regional land use planning context. The positive influence of mul-
tiobjective river, stream, floodplain and stormwater management strategies in the City of Portland will 
be highlighted. Regional growth management strategies, including current efforts to identify urban 
and rural reserves for future urban expansion and rural landscape protection by Metro---the only di-
rectly elected regional government in the country---is being used to promote a landscape plan for 
wetland and stream corridor protection, both inside and outside the Portland region’s urban growth 
boundary. The Intertwine, a bi-state effort to create “the world’s greatest system of parks, trails, and 
natural areas” was recently launched by Metro, local park providers and watershed managers, busi-
nesses, and nonprofit organizations to build political support for and to fund a regional biodiversity 
plan for the Portland-Vancouver metropolitan region. 
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